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NATIONAL EDUCATION AWARD GOES TO UM PROFESSOR
MISSOULA -
University of Montana Professor Carol Brewer has been selected to receive the 2007 
American Institute of Biological Sciences Education Award.
The award is presented annually to individuals or groups who have made significant 
contributions to education in the biological sciences.
In announcing the award, AIBS noted Brewer’s efforts to improve scientific literacy 
and reach diverse audiences through projects that interconnect the general public, educators 
and scientists.
“She encourages collaboration between scientists and educators, trains teachers to use 
their schoolyards for ecological investigations with students, and practices new assessment 
strategies to clearly connect teaching and learning,” AIBS said. “Especially noteworthy is 
Brewer’s work heading the educational initiatives of the National Ecological Observatory 
Network.”
NEON’s educational initiatives will be the first national ecological measurement and 
observation system designed both to answer regional- to continental-scale scientific questions
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and to have the interdisciplinary participation necessary to achieve credible ecological 
forecasting and prediction.
Brewer is associate dean of UM’s College of Arts and Sciences and teaches in the 
University’s Division of Biological Sciences. She came to UM after receiving a doctoral 
degree from the University of Wyoming in 1993, and has since developed successful programs 
in ecology research and education.
She and her UM students reach out to the community through programs such as 
Ecologists, Educators and Schools. The theme of the program is “No child left indoors!”
“We use the schoolyard and adjacent open areas in western Montana as outdoor 
laboratories for learning about the environment,” she said. “Students in grades K through 12 
learn to see the playground as an ecological laboratory filled with all kinds of organisms with 
interesting adaptations and interactions.”
She said the core philosophy of her research program at UM is that acquisition of 
knowledge alone will not be sufficient for improving scientific literacy unless that knowledge is 
applied effectively.
“I believe that communicating about science in a way that captures the imagination and 
understanding of the communities in which we live is essential,” she said.





NOTE TO EDITORS: Photo of Carol Brewer is available by calling Rita Munzenrider, 
director, University Relations, 406-243-4824.
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